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Unit 5, Crawley Text 
3 Ideas from the Text

1. Factors affecting poor comprehension (turn into checklist for more easily identifying students’ greatest weaknesses): difficulty(length of words, overly complex sentences, length of sentences, excessive number of concepts beyond student’s frame of reference, interest level, number of high density concepts and abstract ideas, dependency on decoding skills, overuse of oral reading with limited use of silent reading, limited background experiences, reading rate, lack of purpose, inability to focus  (Crawley, 2012). 
2. Model thinking skills and give students multiple opportunities to explain their answers and thinking (Crawley, 2012). Journaling would be a great way to incorporate this!! 
3. Teaching text features is sooooo important! Use a variety of ways to present the material to accommodate a variety of students. Whether summarizing non-fiction and even fiction text features, listing them, displaying them in a graph or chart, or placing them into a thinking map, students need to understand their purposes and influences on the meaning of a text (Crawley, 2012). 
2  Strategies to Use in the Classroom
1. When discussing the qualities of a good reader during the first week of school, discuss strategies that “good readers” use BEFORE reading. Because teachers often focus so much of their attention on the actual reading process, they (we) often forget how important it is to discuss strategies and skills that are beneficial to use before a word is ever even read, such as “setting purposes” and “previewing” or “predicting” about the text (Crawley, 2012).  I REALLY liked the idea of implementing the “Probable Passages” strategy. I focus a great deal of time in my classroom to discussing the vocabulary of a topic and text. This lends itself perfectly to guiding students in predicting what the text will or will not be about.  
2. I really liked the 5 W’s and an H organizing structure for non-fiction texts. I have considered requiring students to submit a current event as part of their weekly homework for this coming year. Using this chart could help students to process information found in newspaper and journals. I would modify the chart some so that there were not as many entries for sentences. While I do believe that students need to identify details in a text, I also want them to really stretch themselves in looking at the text as a whole (especially non-fiction). The chart should merely be just as it’s called, an organizing strategy that will help them dig deeper   to summarize and synthesize the text. 
1 Question 
How does the Reading Workshop model fit into the teaching structures mentioned by Crawley? While I use guided reading, is merely one component of my reading instruction.  

